Subject Call Template – Think Tank North Sea
	Surname and first name*
	Devriese Lisa

	Affiliation
	VLIZ

	Subject title
	Marine Litter

	Subject proposal*
	No more than 100 words
Marine litter is a worldwide problem which is getting worse in our seas and oceans, including here in the North Sea. More than 90% of the litter found on the sea floor and on beaches is plastic. 

Plastic waste kills countless sea animals through suffocation and entanglement. But microscopic beads of plastic waste (microplastics) are also being ingested by a broad range of organisms, and this constitutes a potential threat to the aquatic ecosystem. 

	Discussion points / specific topics in the subject proposal for possible consideration by the working group*
	(list of points, no more than 200 words)
· How to remove marine litter from the sea? 
Has science already found solutions or developed technologies that we can use? Can we get help from industries at sea (besides Fishing for Litter, for example)? Do citizen science of other initiatives offer any possibilities (such as Proper Strand Lopers [Beach Cleaners])? 
· How to stop waste from reaching the sea?
What will it take to prevent waste from reaching the sea? Is there anything we can do ourselves? And how can we turn this to policy? We should focus on waste sources and seaward waste streams (e.g. rivers and ports).
· How to remove microscopic waste from the sea?
Do techniques already exist to remove microplastics from the sediment and seawater? Have any projects designed to tackle this been demonstrated? Can we get any help with this from industry? 

	Reason for this choice (added value of considering the subject proposal in the think tank subject to the criteria listed in the note below)*
	(no more than 200 words)
There is a focus at the present time on marine litter, microplastics and all kinds of unnecessary plastic packaging. We need to harness this momentum to tackle the problem effectively. We already know that waste in the sea is having a negative effect on the marine ecosystem, and that it is finding its way into our supermarkets. It is time for action now!

The quest to solve the problem of marine litter calls for collaboration between scientists, industry and policymakers. Together we can implement solutions that could have a direct, positive effect on the environment. On this subject we expect to:

· remove considerable quantities of waste from the seas, ports and/or rivers, and 

· launch measures to effectively reduce the amount of waste that reaches the sea.

These solutions and actions will undoubtedly overlap with existing action plans to tackle waste (e.g. Federal Action Plan on Marine Litter and the Flemish Integrated Action Plan on Marine Litter (OVAM)). This subject could strengthen and/or result in the practical introduction of the measures proposed in these action plans. 

	Willingness to explain the subject to the steering group should this be necessary
	YES /NO

	The Think Tank North Sea 2050 is compliant with the new General Data Protection Regulation. You have the right to withdraw your consent at any time, although this will not affect the legitimacy of data processed with your consent prior to withdrawal. You have the legal right to request access to, correction and deletion of your personal data (including photo and video). You also have the right to restrict the processing of your personal information.*
	· I give Think Tank North Sea 2050 consent to store the information in this form in its database. This information can be used to keep me informed about events and activities relating to the think tank.

·  I do not want my information to be stored after this event.


*Compulsory fields

NOTE: 

The subjects submitted are screened by the steering group according to the following criteria: 

· General interest;

· Multisectoral; 

· Multidisciplinary; 

· Likely impact;

· Demonstrable added value if the subject touches on current processes.
